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Jan Sawka retrospective in High Falls
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Imagng 3 rairapactye ar exhibdtion that inehudad nst aeiy un aist's vaned
wurks, but atss e paople whode fves he wfivenced. f that were possités,
o' neted i spacw a3 big s a0 aiplane hangar 1o house e work of Jan
Sawha, and 3 country the size of Fizland tu contain the Ives desctly or
Insivactly sfected by s menumental conribebons.

Choosing Poland as & site kr such an extsbion is obvous. Sewka. whe ded n
2012 was & Fvedonm-iming soo of Poland. farced wte wxile by & goveinimest
tamifies of art's potical palential be subven the status quo. s patmstc [which
I 1o say, anti-Communist) pasters on behaf of the Pofish political undergroand
and the Sebdueky mowmant naathy get b ameslad balors e b s and
dRughlar mads 3 airs-brasath #5cApe 10 Amanes m 177

n it of such scope is of cowrse impansile. But Sawka's wile Manka and
thair daughter Hanna have assombled what might be caled a mime pectiv
micencsamic wesson of By works, countasy of Bhs Bigh Falle Emgarium ond the
\Wmd Gisflery The Epacs may be modest bot whit gaiary edar Sevan
Mmhicyan hopes o sccomphsh wis thi exhitat is ay smistious & it i o 1o
ut th tity Wit of High Faks o the art workd's man. How many
commureies 1on fimes the sio of High Falls have been a haven for the khes of
Marc Chagall and Jan Sawia?
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Al e werid knaws abeut Chagal 4's @ pey that ad fhe woddd dossn’t know
tmore about Sawka - theugh afier 3 Wil 1o the sxhit. which opess on May 21
fyou may ind yowself stiuck by the familanty of what you see. Sawha
et st mnd o architue) whse e Sham 100 pblicsl ikesiraton ke
The New ¥ork Times's aplod page gained him notoristy Or maybe you

] ot
attended the Grateful Daad's D5 annivarsary bour m 1080 a6d you remambal about to hit
the dazzing muidimenaitasl s that Sawks desgned tor the band Tham thee the h;g sereen
werm {ha pasngs that Ioosd space on some of HNew Tork's most prestgios

galery wals

One commantator has descibod Sawka's mastery of 0o many media 21 2
publcest's nightmans * o sooner was the pubic inoduced (e 3 dazzing
ot tham 5w Could be found casigning 2 theater Set for 3 new At
Wil plary o wting i archilectng wmwtd for b Pusce Morumen! in
Jenaaalem

W was that wary ftom the begnneg. In his 205, Sawka was every inch the
cousteecsitural ariiss nd peliical sutvarste He Sooked not uniike the Dead's
airy Garcia, o gurs who would |oom lrge in his Raute. He made 2 quick.
Toputistion for hirmaef 43 & wet dusigries and geaphic anist who was sy at
hama i the svant.garde thastor cabarels and jaz2 fasthals

Gawha's buigeoning repuation 35 an anist and as 3 1obel caught the attantion

ol the P mthsetion Ha mas enpaliod e Pulied in 1675 The by bt

in France fer o wbsoet whin, il by lmared thal e g planmsd nol ts e
the Famdy's sad-way paszpors. It was than, with aaly thise days remainng on

Ihuir resiclency cads. that they successhlly emigried (o the IS

He g cottmg-sdgn stige sats for the Gatuhd Dapd and Eater b Frafhe's
om bour He collabtmuted with fthe plywnghl Semusl Beckett Hin
hand-tolored fne-an pints can be und i the Libary of Congress His.
pantings grace pubbic and private collections across the globe

In biex Iotar yaars, Sawks was Seawn to Inpanase B Shop Katagishi eurater of
tha Muyssum of Mestam 21t o Toysma. Inpan. ssscribed Sawks a8 8 man sho
Iorvers 1o work He 5 & man with an unfimited supply of idess and imagnitioy

Hu s man who dips. over sod ovel sginn. into his isfirite fourtsh of Almanuc Wanily's Calencar of sty (Mg 8- lma 4}
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#And most of fes art. Mekysn well glady eenind you, mas coesbed by Sawka ¥ Pl

oves 2T yars ot the comverted stable that sermd a3 his studio on Old Route L L

213 e in ntrw prcond with mamy of B prece St dos peside i mere e S

Prostigous, berterkngwn emronments. 'aced mth 3 boaf tour of s studic,
taaming 3 it is with hix cameares, modals, projects-in.process and piecan
comphils bra wile and daughlsr wers snked. hwlincaly, d Sk syt slapt
Tegathar. Hanka and Hanna Sawi rapkad, in wightly sxtenishd tanas, Te "
Hiu afl was wveryehing.” Hanka Sawka sait

Flnflacting on the years, Manka Sawia recalled how haught the family's
pAEEIGN | Amancs had baan, 33 an fustmtion of how desply B totabtsn
fovermmant 23 ARSCH & FAITON 'S SIpACARtiENY ANK Undarstining | cmad ot
fing hours et we fad Poled st sad. | thought Amesca was this termbie
country ™

St discoveesd cehwoman. The tarmily e m Hen York City hom 1977 10 1985
whin 3 seccosedd friphe sxhitet m tha city brought i snough monay 1o
futchats e stadi aod the medest home whers Hamss Sawha grew up

In the upstars studio where Juon Sowha ived ond ded. his wis and deughte:
tace & melanchoty 1agk That wil requrs The sesargy that thwr husband and fathe
trought fo his an Hanka Sawia stands = the center of the studia The flos i
irmimitl bnealh the ganophy of wistka that he bl Sehind

She ponts to @ cuttened dusk whers 2 guited compulr sdu amd @ aray of
papss and armaking logls. Ho wns woeang hese* she sad. gesluning a8 the
desk Then sha gestures towasd the 1ost of the room “Now 1's meee ika time
Tt ik sl priansye Ui aeblale* e

Their vistor is overwhelmed and sdmis & Hanka Sawhs understands W's hied
ot 1 be oeersheimed by my husband,” she says mth 2 knowsng smile

“dan Sawka in High Falla” apening recephon, Saluday, May 21, 47 p.m . MHgh
Fals Emponiom, 10.04 Rocte 213 Moh Falbs. wwe ewradgaliery com
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